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Castellum Tiddiranorum is the Tiddis or Ksantina el Kadima of today and is 
located at 30 km from Constantine. Built on the ancient Cirta, Constantine now 
stands on top of the “Rock” looking like an impregnable fortress. This city is 
part of a series of fortified villages.

At the beginning of the Roman occupation, the Republic of Castelli Tidditanorium 
was a military camp which later became a charming city after undergoing several 
architectural changes. The Roman urban style in Tiddis was a real masterpiece, 
if not exceptional. Tiddis remain a lesson of the past and owes its existence to 
Rome and was inhabited by Berbers before the Romans settled in.

In Roman times, clay - the wealth of the region - was exploited for pottery and 
contributed to the region’s prosperity.
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Tlemcen, the Pearl of the Maghreb, is a city of art and history. It is 
still privileged to have preserved a lot from its prestigious past.

Nowadays, one may still admire several monuments that have 
witnessed the reigns of different and successive Islamic dynasties 
that ruled over Tlemcen. During the Roman occupation, the city 
used to be called Pomaria, which means „Gardens“ because of the 
abundance in greenery and fruity trees. Today, there still are some 
flat stones dating back to that glorious era. Some of that material 
was taken from the site of “Agadir”, where ancient Roman Pomaria 
was erected, and was used to build a mosque minaret. On some of 
those stones could be read the following Latin inscription: 

O. God Saint Aulisva Flavus Cassianus 
Préfet de I’aile Severiens Explorors Pomarisians.

Similarly to the majority of Roman cities, ancient 
Tlemcen was built by soldiers and was protected 
against Mauretania. 

Pomaria is said to have been established in the early 
Severian era, at the same time as Alta (Ouled Mimoun) 
and Numerus Syrorum (Maghnia ). That was stated in 
the inscription discovered on the site and on military 
road signs found along the Tafna river at the junction 
between Maghnia Siga and Tlemcen. From military 
camp, the location was turned into a prestigious 
city with the required Roman monuments. Although 
it was originally built for strategic reasons, Pomaria 
did not seem to have played any political role in the 
region during the Roman military rule or later. This is 
even less the case during the times of the Vandal and 
the Byzantine occupations. On the other hand, under 
the Islamic dynasties, it became a center of political 
power and its rule extended far, making it the capital 
of the Central Maghreb
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One of the towering figures of medieval philosophy whose authority and thought 
came to exert a pervasive and enduring influence well into the modern period 
(e.g. Descartes and especially Malebranche) and even up to the present day, Saint 
Augustine was born Aurelus Augustinus on November 13, 354 CE in Thagaste, 
in the eastern Algerian city of Souk Ahras and 650 km from the capital city of 
Algiers. More commonly known as “Saint Augustine of Hippo”, often simply 
as “Augustine”, he was the son of Patricius, a Roman citizen and a Pagan, and 
Monique, a convert to Christianity, and was educated in Thagaste and Madauros, 
both in what is now Algeria and Carthage. 

The genial author of Confessions and City of God was the founder of African 
monasticism and is one of the most famous sons of Algeria. 
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Augustine converted to Christianity in 386 and was 
baptized by Bishop Ambrose of Milan on Easter 
Sunday 387. Having spent five years in Rome (his 
only time outside North Africa), he returned to his 
place of birth, Thagaste, and would spend the rest of 
his years immersed in the affairs and controversies 
of the Church into which he had been recently 
baptized. In 391, Augustine was ordained priest of 
Hippo Regius (now the Algerian city of Annaba) and 
in 395 he was made Bishop. He died in August 430 
in Hippo, thirty-five years later, as the Vandals were 
besieging the gates of the city. 

On April 1-6, 2001, an international conference was 
held in Algiers and Annaba on “The Africanness and 
Universality of Augustine”, under the sponsorship of 
the Algerian Higher Islamic Council, the Augustinian 
University of Rome and the University of Fribourg, 
Switzerland. Speaking at the conference, the 
Archbishop of Algiers, Mgr Henri Tessier established 
a parallel between Augustine’s body of work, namely 
his City of God, and the contribution of the famous 
Muslim scholar Mawardi, particularly his Treaty on the 
Imamate, to say that “both the Christian thinker and 
the Muslim jurist wanted to “let the work of God shape 
the minds of men” and not substitute a religious law 
for the free temporal power of men”, thus debunking 
the claims of those who misinterpreted Augustine’s 
view on faith to “justify the holy wars of history”. 

For Augustine, faith is the result of divine grace 
and can never be imposed other than accepted as 
a truth and freely confronted to that held by others. 
Numerous scholars underlined that the alliance of 
faith, intelligence, and freedom proclaimed by the 
“Roman-African” philosopher would later be adopted 
by Thomas d’Aquin in the Christian tradition but 
also by Islamic philosophers such as Ibn Sina and 
Ghazali, whose works reflected their beliefs as 
strong bulwarks against any fundamentalist or 
extremist views.
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When the Sea captures Man
In Algeria, if the sea captures man, it is to make him happier, and if there is any 
happy marriage, it is indeed between man and the sea. The blue sea spreads 
its always changing, constantly captivating charms on 1,200 km. From Marsa 
Ben Mhidi to El Kala, it is a permanent invitation to discovery of incomparably 
beautiful sites.

Beaches
Thin sand or pebble beaches and coves unfold and show off their charms. For the 
pleasure of swimming, lazing around, for the magic scenery of marine depths or 
to do a bit of fishing, summer visitors will find these sites magical.
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“Imagine that during the same day, you can move from the Djurdjura snowy 
slopes to the beach, to Roman vestiges to oasis palm groves, or from a museum 
In Algiers to a garden in Ghardaia”. 

This pithy sentence in a tourist guide sums up very well the variety of landscapes 
in Algeria. And it is indeed easy to get out of the sea to climb mountain tops still 
covered with a white coat. 

Algeria counts many mountain ranges spreading out from the North to the 
South of the country. The Tellian Atlas, with its famous winter resort of Chrea, 
the Ouarsenis and the cedar grove of Tissemsilt, the Djurdjura and Mount Lalla 
Khedidja, Tikjda and Tala Guilef resorts, the Aures, with Mount Chelia and the 
splendor of gorges and mountain passes that take your breath away, the staged 
descent through Rhoufi balconies to the doors of the Great South, but also in this 
Great South, the majestic Hoggar and Tassili.
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A Mythical Path
Mythical and emblematic constructions of the South, the ksour represent a very 
instructive stop. These cities with their original architecture adapted to climate 
harshness, forbidding but convivial, are genuine jewels challenging time. 

Each oasis has its own ksar, and if tonality varies, philosophy is the same, allowing 
man to live in a microcosm that seems closed and forbidden to foreigners but 
which, with the key of hospitality, enables you to find out that the ksour are really 
an oasis within an oasis. An exceptional route, the famous ksour road makes you 
discover such jewels, from the Wilaya of Bechar through Naama and El Bayadh, 
until the Wilaya of Laghouat for those who want to continue this enchanting tour 
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With its peaceful surroundings, the desert facilitates 
escape and meditation. In Algeria, the Sahara Desert 
is a precious asset for tourism. Largest desert in the 
world, the Sahara covers 4/5th of Algeria’s territory. 
Although it extends to other countries, it is in Algeria 
that the Sahara Desert reveals the most fascinating 
aspects of its awesome beauty

Endless sand seas, majestic granite and volcanic 
mountains, oases with indescribable charms, the 
Sahara is also a reserve of valuable and unique 
biodiversity – Endless opportunities for ecotourism.

The best known sites are the Ahaggar in the area of 
Tamanrasset. This genuine circular plateau has a 
diameter that is more than 130 km wide and reaches 
an average altitude of 2,000 meters.

Its highest point, the Atakor, is the “roof” of Algeria 
with an altitude of 2,500 meters. Sahara means also 
tours that cannot be ignored: M’zab Valley, Touat, 
Gourara and Saoura, Souf, the Oasis and Ksour road 
and many others. So many spaces for relaxation 
and enriching encounters and discoveries – all that 
and an azure sky and golden ochre magic desert as 
background.

Assekrem Plateau is certainly the most famous site 
where visitors can admire the most beautiful and 
enchanting sunrises and sunsets.
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Animals of the desert
“Jackal’s tracks, have a rest; gazelle tracks, tighten your belt”, goes a Touareg 
saying. Desert animals are fascinating species living in a hostile environment. 
In such desert lands, where water is rare and often nonexistent, several species 

are however present, faithful companions of man, rare and mysterious creatures. The most famous and most usual one is 
the dromedary, or the goat, that represent the main livestock in these desert expanses. Fauna is however very rich in wild 
species, the name and specificities of which are commensurate with those spaces full of mysteries, beauties and legends. 

These rare species are protected and include the cheetah, the royal eagle, the cuffed mouflon, the scrawny fox, Dorcas 
gazelle, the “fouette-queue” lizard, the ostrich, the fennec, the heron, the sand cat, the rocks daman, the desert monitor, and 
the variable agam. Fauna is also rich with birds, such as the white-eyed weathear, oricou vulture, fish-like desert barbel, as 
well as many reptile species such as the horned viper and the hitting adder, scorpions ... 

Algeria is the country of the Sahara, 
and its national mascot is the 
beautiful, peaceful and affectionate 
but extremely resistant fennec.



44 Hoggar-Tassili
The Ahaggar (Hoggar) is located between the 12th and 25th parallels of the 
Northern Hemisphere, spanning the Tropic of Cancer. It covers an area of 
approximately 50,000 km2.

The Tassili N’Ahaggar is located about 300 km southeast of Tamanrasset, the 
“administrative center of Hoggar”, a few hundred kilometers from the border with 
Niger. The N’Ajjer Tassili is located about 600 km northeast of Tamanrasset, i.e., 
very near the Libyan border.

The Ahaggar forms the oroghaphic center of the Sahara. Its grand and imposing 
relief is extremely varied. The Ahaggar is at the heart of the Sahara. It is a circular 
massif dominated by a plateau with an average altitude of 2,000m, and is spiked 
with peaks reaching almost 3,000m. This platform is called Atakor (the skull). 
Tamanrasset, in the heart of the Ahaggar, and has around 1,400m while Mount 
Tahat reaches up to 3,303m.

About an average distance of 200 km around the Ahaggar, 
we find the Tassili:

In the north: the N.moudir Tassili
In the east: the N’ajjer Tassili
In the southeast: the N’ahaggar Tassili and the Tin Reroh Tassili
In the southwest: the Missao Tassili
In the northwest: the Oued Jerad.
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The N’Ajjer Tassili
Located at about 600 km northwest of Tamanrasset, the Tassili N’Ajjer or Tassili 
Azguer is a vast sandstone and lunar appearance plateau, with such a great beauty. 
It seems like an iceberg aground in the middle of a sand sea; it forms a band of 750 
km length and a width varying from 60 to 100 km, covers 120,000 km2 and rises 
to 1,500 meters above sea level. It has the largest concentration of paintings and 
rock carvings ever known.

The N’Ajjer Tassili is emerging from the sands that surround the majority of its 
periphery: in the east, Libyan sand seas; in the south, the vast Tenere and Admer 
Erg, in the north, the Issaouane Erg, and the Bourharet Erg. More than the Hoggar, 
which shares some aspects with the Alps mountain range, the N’Ajjer Tassili 
immerses the visitor in a new and fascinating world: steep cliffs melting in the sand, 
forest stones carved by erosion in a maze of fantastic gueltas (small lakes or water 
holes) dug in the sandstone basins, and deep canyons well supplied with water.

The Tassili has many gueltas that are rich in residual aquatic fauna.
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The Tassili National Park
Ranked since 1982 part of World Heritage by UNESCO, the park was also classified in 1986 as a biosphere 
reserve (M.A.B).

It is an area of great geological interest, which hosts one of the most important set of prehistoric cave 
art in the world. Thanks to more than 15,000 drawings and engravings one can follow up to 6,000 years of 
history before our era, such as climate change, wildlife migration, and the evolution of human life within 
the confines of the Sahara.

The geological formations with niches erosion has carved in sandstone are exceptionally beautiful. 
Covering an area of 80,000 km2, the Tassili National Park has an average altitude of 15,000 m. The park is 
well individualized on its western boundary by a long cliff stretching over nearly 700 km2. 

This 500 m high cliff makes Tassili a kind of a natural fortress (of Akba). The inside of the fortress is driven 
by an incredible network of canyons with gueltas, water sources, and vegetation belts. Tuareg populations 
settle in Iherir, Aharhar, and Tamadjet. The plateau of Assekrem shelters the Charles de Foucauld Hermitage, 
built in 1910 and restored in 1955. The Hermitage consists of a high dry rock chapel, a narrow room 
containing history, geology, and ethnology books Foucauld was studying during his “retirement”.

“We too often picture Foucauld under the religious 
aspect only, ignoring the other facets of his  
personality. Many are unaware that he was a  
formidable linguist, the first major specialist in 
Targui language and culture. He was also a  
talented writer, author of more than 6,000 letters.  
Besides, he also was an excellent cartoonist”.
Antoine Chatelard 

Member of Jesus Little Brothers Association,  

settled in Tamanrasset since 1954.
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Tuareg Society
Tuareg society is organized around a “Senior Wiseman” called “Amenokal” who is elected by the Imraren, or tribe leaders. 
Each tribe has its own territory and is led by a leader called Amrar. Tuareg tribes are nomadic goat and camel herders. 
Their encampments are composed of a number of tents, with members of a single extended family living in a cluster of tents 
grouped together.

Legend has it that the first Tuareg appeared in the Sahara Desert led by a woman ancestor named Tin-Hinan. Mother of 
nobility, Tin-Hinan was born in the Tafilalet and might have come to the Ahaggar with no apparent reason, with her servant 
Takamat who would be the ancestor of Dragali.

The Tuareg live in five different countries:
The Tuareg, also called Imuhar (plural of Amahar), have settled in the Sahara 
Desert. The total Tuareg population numbers between 1,000,000 to 2,000,000. 

In Niger, where they live for the most part (mostly around Agadez, in open air 
camps). In Mali, which also has a high density of Tuareg in places such as Adrar 
and Gao. In Algeria, where 20,000 Tuaregs are spread mainly around Tamanrasset 
in the Ahaggar, and Djanet in the N‘ Ajjer Tassili. In Burkina Faso and Libya, where 
a few thousand Tuareg live.
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